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Applicant's representative would like to thank the Examiner for her willingness to discuss 

this ResponseviatelephoneonFcbruary9.20ll.Applicant'srepresentativegreatlyappreciates the 
counesy extended by the Examiner. 

Previousl y Filed AmenHr,^ <.ntc 

Applicant appreciates the Examiner's acknowledgement that the amendment filed on Match 
30, 2010 and the supplemental amendment filed on August 16. 2010 have both been «5ceived and 
entered inlo the record. 

Status of Clain^, ^ 

. ...... , , Applicant. sppreciateS:^he:ExamiBer's acknowledgement that claims 1 - 1 7 are pending and 

>yere reviewed on their merits. 



• Objections to Claims: titl^ A bstract ;^nrf <;p >..;f;.,^„.^^ 

Applicant appreciates the Examiner's acknowledgement that the prior objections to claim I 
and the title of the Invemion were withdrawn due to the amendments filed on March 30. 2010 and 
August 16,2010. 

Applicant acknowledges that the Exam iner is now requesting the following nonsubstantive 
amendments to claims 1-8, 10 and 17: 

In claim I (line 1), the Examiner requests that Applicant insert the term, "using unidentified 
wh.te-rot fungus NIOCC #2a deposited under accession number MTCC 5159" aBer the term 
•*efllucnis. 
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In claim I (line 3), the Examiner requests Applicant delete the phrase, "an isoJated white-rot 
fijngus strain NIOCC2A" and for the phrase to be replaced by the new phr^. "the unidentified 
white-rot fungus NIOCC #2a." 

In claim I (line 4), the Examiner requests insertion of the phrase, "in a medium" after the 
term. "5159." 

In claim I (line 7), the Examiner requests Applicant delete the phrase, "C and N"and insert 
the phrase, "carbon and nitrogen" in its place. 

In claim 1 (line 1 2), ihe Examiner requests Applicant to insert the phrase, "produced by the 
fungus" after the term, "EPS." 

/ . : . .' • • • . ■ . ■ 

. . J ,,: In ctaim 1 (line 2 1), the Examiner requests deletion of the term, «r and Insertion of the temi; 
"e" in its place. , . . . 

In claim 2 (line 3). the Examiner requests Applicant delete the phrase, "waste waters'* and 
insert the term, ^^wastewaters" in its place. 

In claim 3 (line J), the Examiner requests deletion of the phrase, "fungal biomass" and 
insertion of the term, "fungus" in its place. 

In claim 4 (line I), claim 5 (line 2), claim 6 (line 1 ), claim 7 (line 2). and claim 8 (line 1). the 
Examiner requests deletion of the term, "growing" and insertion of the term, "culnjring" in iu place. 



* * s 



I n claim 1 0 (line 1 ), the Examiner requests Applicant delete the phrase, "fungal biomass" and 
insert the term, "fungus" in its place. 
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Inclaim iniine2).iheExaminerreques(sdcletionofthcphnise/'anlsoJated"andi„sertion 
of the phrase, "a biologically pure culture of the unidentified" in Its place. 

In claim 1 7 (line 2). the Examiner requests deletion of the phrase, "strain NI0CC2 A" and 
insertion of the phrase, "NIOCC #2a" in iu place. 

m claim 1 7, (line 4 and continued on the following page), the Examiner has requested that 
Applicant insert the term, "and" after the term, "filamentous." 

Applicam hasamended all referenced claims without prejudice or disclaimer of the subject 
matter thereof. Additional ly, no new matter has b«„ added by these amendments. In light of all 
such amendments. Applicant respectfully requests that the objections of record to the claims listed 
above be withdrawn. 



Tlie Examiner has also.rcquested that Applicant insert the phrase, "white-rot" after the term 
unidentified" in the Abstract. 



i 

1 w 



Applicam has provided an amended Abstract with the requested term inserted and such 
amendment has been done without prejudice or disclaimer of the subject matter thereof. Applicant 
respectfiilly requests this amended Abstract be substituted for the current Abstract. In light of 
Applicant's amendment to the Abstract. Applicam respectfully requests that the objection of «.cord 
be withdrawn. 



The Examiner has also requested the following non-s„bstantlve amendments be made to the 
Specification: 
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The Examiner has requested that the tenn, "whlte-rot" be inserted after the term, 
"unidentified" on page I (line 4) and page 4 (line 7) of the specification. Applicant respectfully 
points out that it thinks Examiner intended to refer to page 7, line 4 in regards to the second portion 
of this objection. 

Applicant herein provides the requested amendments on both pages and requests that the 
amended paragraphs be substituted for those currcnijy of record. As the requested amendment to 
page 7 includes an incomplete paragraph that begins on page 6. Applicant respectfully requests that 
the amended paragraph beginning on page six and continuing to page 7 be substituted for that 
currently of record. Applicant respectfully asserts that all amendments have been made without 
prejudice or disclaimer of tiie subject matter thereof. No new matter has been added by these 
amendments 

' - ... 

> * 

In jight of the amendments made to paragraphs on both page 1 and page 4, Applicant : 
..respectfully, requests ith^t, the.. Ejuuniner, withdraw, the objections of record relating to the 
Specification. 

• ^ 1 , 

. - .. „ . ■ .■ . 

■ . . • . .• ••■■<.. 

Obiection to Soecincatinn 

The Examiner has objected to the Specification for failing to provide antecedent basis for 
claimed subject matter. Specifically, the Examiner has asserted that language in claim 1 7, step (c) is 
unsupported. 

Solely in order to expedite prosecution and without prejudice or disclaimer of the subject 
matter thereof. Applicant has amended claim 17 to delete step (c) rendering this objection moot. 
Applicant respectfully requests that in light of this amendment to claim 1 7. this objection be with 
withdrawn. 
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withdrawn. 



Rejection of Ctafms Under 1 1 g .c. 1 12. fir.. p.r^prcp|. 

The Examiner has rejected claims M 7 for the reasons of record. Specifically, the Examiner 
asserts that it is unclear if the deposit meets all criteria as set forth in 37 CFR 1.801-1.809. 
Particularly, the Examiner states that, "the deposit must be refemrd to in the body of the specification 
and be identified by deposit (accession) number, date of deposit, name and address of the deposito^r 
and the complete taxonomic description, in addition to the complete name and address of the 
depository is required." 

Applicant has amended the Abstract of this application to now include the date of the deposit 
per the Examiner's request via telephone on Februao' 9. 201 1 . Applicant appreciates clarification on 
this point and has provided the requested information per the Examiner's request. 



.Rejectio n of Claims? Under 35 U,S.C 1 Q f ^ '. : - 

■ • ^ 

* 

Applicant appreciates Examiner^s acknowledgement that the priorrejection of record directed 
to claim 17 under 35 U.S.C. 101 is withdrawn. 

Rejection of Claims t fn der 3 S IJ Si C l m 

Applicant appreciates Examiner's acknowledgement that the prior rejection of record directed 
to claim 1 7 under 35 U.S.C. 102 is withdrawn. 

Rejection of Claims tlnH gr 35 US C , im 

Applicant appreciates Examiner's acknowledgement that the prior rejection of record directed 
to claim 1 7 under 35 U.S.C. 1 03 is withdrawn. 
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CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

FEB 25 2011 



exa.- 1 '''^^''^^ ~ ^'^-^ r^or^^^r^n and 

issmm^ta Notice <a:Allo>,:3nee :in this case. 



RespectftfllySubroitted. 



* * I « 
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iennifer M.JVJc.Calhini, Pij,:D.. Esq 

:;Regi5 iration 52,492 
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685 Briggs Street. 
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